
CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the City Clerk

Meeting of the North Adams City Council
February 28, 2023

7:30 PM

I hereby notify that at twelve noon today, February 22, 2023, the following items of business
have been filed with this office and will be acted upon at the Regular Meeting of the City
Council in the City Council Chambers at City Hall, Tuesday evening February 28, 2023 at seven-
thirty o’clock according to Section 8, Rules and Orders of the City Council.

This meeting can be viewed live on the Northern Berkshire Community Television station and
will be posted to their website as soon as possible.

Joshua Vallieres
City Clerk

AGENDA

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL
February 28, 2023

Roll Call

Moment of Silent Remembrance

Pledge of Allegiance

Rules of Order
Approval of Minutes — February 14, 2023
Hearing of Visitors on Agenda — This is an opportunity for the public to speak to the

Council for two minutes regarding items listed on the
agenda



Old Business

9,513-31 An ordinance to amend Chapter 7, Section 7-11 of the Revised Ordinances of the
City of North Adams regarding the change of permit price. Postponed from the
meeting of January 24, 2023.

11,790 An ordinance to amend Section 10, entitled “Special Regulations,” of Chapter Z
of the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams by inserting in numerical
order therein the following Section 10.13. Passed to a second reading at the
meeting of February 14, 2023.

11,790-2 An ordinance to amend Section 3, entitled “Building Code” by inserting after
section 3-49.7 the following Sections 3-50. 1 through 3-50.3. Passed to a second
reading at the meeting of February 14, 2023.

11,826 An ordinance amending the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams
regarding the various fees established in the City Code. Postponed from the
meeting of January 24, 2023.

12,191 Communication from Councilor Shade requesting the local Department of Health
review the rules and regulations to address the storage of garbage. Postponed
from the meeting of January 10, 2023.

12,218 Mayor’s Communication #10 requesting the review of the taxi ordinance by the
Public Safety Committee. Postponed from the meeting of January 24, 2023.

New Business

12,235 Mayor’s Communication #26 recommending the reappointment of Lily Marceau

to the Cemetery Commission for a term to expire February 27, 2026.

12,236 Mayor’s Communication #27 presenting an award from the United States

Attorney’s Office to Officer Jonathan Beaudreau.

12,237 Mayor’s Communication #28 recommending the appointment of Nicholas Rigger
to the Cultural Council of Northern Berkshire for a term to expire October 1,
2024.

12,238 Mayor’s Communication #29 recommending the appointment of Caleb Vallieres

to the Youth Commission for a term to expire February 28, 2024.



12,239 Mayor’s Communication #30 recommending the appointment of William

Shanahan to the Youth Commission for a term to expire February 28, 2024.

12,240 Mayor’s Communication #31 recommending the appointment of Amanda

Chilson to the Youth Commission for a term to expire February 28, 2026.

12,241 Mayor’s Communication #32 giving time to William Shanahan to provide a brief

presentation about navigating the Boards and Commissions website.

12,242 Communication from Councilor Sapienza requesting the Traffic Commission

investigate the parking situation in the vicinity of the Corner Market on River

Street.

Licenses

An application submitted by Matthew Christiana to be granted a license to drive

a taxicab for 0.T.T. Taxi.

An application submitted by Oscar Melendez to be granted a license to drive a

taxicab for 0.T.T. Taxi.

Open Forum — This is the opportunity for the public to speak to the Council for two
minutes on issues of Municipal Significance

Mayor’s Updates

Committee Reports and Minutes

Liaison Updates and Couricilor’s Concerns

Correspondence

Adjournment



Proposed

Rules of Order

Approved by

General Government
Corn mittee

All Changes in Yellow



North Adams City Council Rules of Order 2023

Rule 1 — Meetings
Regular meeting of the City Council shall be held in the City Council Chamber, City Hall,
at 7:30pm on the SECOND and FOURTH Tuesday of each month, except when one of
said Tuesdays falls on a legal holiday or on Election Day; the City Council shall meet on
the follow day in such an event. Calls for special meetings may be made at any time by
His Honour the Mayor, the Council President, or a majority of the members of the City
Council. Councillors are to be present at the time of roll call. Standing Committee
meetings of the City Council to which matters have been referred by the full Council,
shall meet at City Hall. Standing Committees may also meet at any other time subject to
compliancy with the provisions of the open meeting law. The committee chairperson
shall notify the clerk of all meeting dates. A formal written report from any committee
meeting held for an item referred by the full council must be provided for date absolute
indicated at time of referring to committee.

Rule 2 — Organization
The City Council shall hold its organizational meeting in City Council Chambers at the
first regular meeting in January in years other than after a municipal election. The City
Clerk shall preside until a President is elected. The President-elect shall present the
Council Rules of Order. A majority vote of the Council is required to adopt the Rules of
Order. The Council Rules of Order of the previous year shall be automatically in effect
unless amended as per Rule 21.

Rule 3 — Council President I Vice President
The City Council President shall be elected at the annual organizational meeting for a
term of one year. The president shall preside at all meetings of the City Council and
perform such duties as are necessary. No member of the City Council may serve as
President for more than two terms consecutively. The City Council shall elect a Vice
President following the election of its President. In the absence of both the President
and Vice President, the Clerk will call the meeting to order and conduct an election for
President Pro-Tern, who will be elected by a majority vote of the City Council members
present and shall conduct the meeting of the City Council.

The Presiding Officer may, at any time, during a debate or otherwise, declare a recess
for not more than ten minutes. Such actions shall not be subject to appeal nor shall any
motions apply thereto.

The Presiding Officer shall preserve decorum and order; may speak to points of order in
preference to other members; shall decide all questions of order, subject to any appeal
to the City Council, regularly seconded; and no other business shall be in order until the
question on the appeal shall have been decided. The vote upon the appeal from the
ruling of the Presiding Officer shall be by roll call and shall stand unless a majority of the



votes are to the contrary. The Presiding Officer shall be allowed to vote on any question
of appeal. The Presiding Officer may state facts on any issue under debate without
objection of a majority of the City Councillors but may not make any direct motions.

Rule 4 — Council Vice President
The City Council Vice President shall fulfil the duties of the President in their absence
along with other duties as the Council President shall from time-to-time assign.

Rule 5 — Seating
The seats of the members of the City Council, shall be numbered and shall be
determined in the presence of the City Council by drawing names of all the members
and the numbers of the seats simultaneously and each member shall be entitled for one
year to the seat bearing the number so drawn against their name and shall not change
it, except by permission of the President.

Rule 6— Quorum
The majority of the City Council shall constitute a quorum. At any time when a meeting
is called to order and a quorum is not present, if after a recess of not more than thirty
minutes a quorum is still not present, the President shall declare the meeting
adjourned. If the President shall be one of the members not present, the Vice President
shall conduct the above proceeding. If both the President and Vice President shall be of
the members not present, the Clerk shall conduct the above proceedings.

Rule 7 — Order of Business
At every meeting of the City Council, the order of business shall be as follows:

1. Call to Order
2. Moment of Silent Remembrance
3. The Pledge
4. Reading and approval of the minutes of the previous meeting, if requested bya

member of the Council
5. Public Hearings
6. Hearing of Visitors on Agenda
7. Unfinished Business
8. New Business
9. Committee Reports and Minutes (when applicable)
10. Licenses
11. Open Forum
12. Mayor’s Updates
13. Liaison Updates & Councillor Updates
14. Correspondence
15. Adjournment

The President may without objection, deviate from the above order of business



Rule 8 — Filing of Papers
All petitions, resolutions, orders, ordinances, memorials and remonstrance shall first be
filed with the Clerk by a member of the Council or by His Honour the Mayor not later
than 12:00PM current time of the Wednesday preceding a regular meeting; except
when such day or the day following is a holiday, when they shall be filed not later than
Noon on the Tuesday prior to such meeting. Papers received after the required time
shall not be considered until the next meeting, unless the admission is approved by a
vote of the City Council to suspend the rules.

Rule 9 — Motions
Every motion, except a motion to adjourn, to lay on the table, to place on file, to
reconsider, or to take action, shall be in writing. After a motion is stated by the
President, it shall be disposed of by a vote of the City Council unless withdrawn by the
mover before an amendment or decision. When a question is under debate, the
President shall receive no motion but to:

- Adjourn
- Lay on the table
- Recess
- Move the previous question
- Reference: File
- Divide the question
- Amend
- Postpone to a day certain
- Postpone indefinitely

Which several motions shall have precedence in the order in which they stand arranged
and the first three shall be decided without debate.

A motion to move the previous question shall only be admitted when seconded and
voted by two-thirds of the City Council members, and until it is decided, shall preclude
all amendments and debate of the main question, and after adoption of the previous
question, the sense of the Council shall forthwith be taken upon amendments, report by
Committee, upon all pending amendments in their order and then upon the main
question.

Rule 10— Hearing of Visitors on the Agenda
Near the beginning of every meeting a Hearing of Visitors on Agenda will be conducted.
During the Hearing of Visitors, any member of the public may address the City Council
regarding items only on the current agenda. Those wishing to do so, shall wait to be
acknowledged by the President, shall identify themselves by name and address, shall
confine their remarks to a total of two (2) minutes and shall avoid personalities, libellous
remarks and innuendo, and shall limit their remarks to matters of municipal interest.



During any portion of the meeting members of the public shall not verbally, non
verbally, or illustratively, utilize racial, ethnic, religious, age, sexual preference, gender
or disabilities, slurs or connotations during their remarks. The President will rule a
member of the public, who uses such slurs, connotations, libellous remarks or innuendo
out of order and request that the individual be seated and be silent. If the member
continues to disrupt the meeting, they will be asked to leave. If the member refuses to
leave, public safety personnel will be ordered to remove them. Members of the City
Council shall receive information and shall take no action regarding it on the evening of
the original input of citizen information.

There shall be no debate during Hearing of Visitors or Open Forum. However, as
information presented at Hearing of Visitors is televised and reported upon, at the
discretion of the President, His/Her Honour the Mayor, and/or department heads or
other City officials, including City Councillors, may be allowed to present factual
information that may correct or dispute information previously presented in Hearing
of Visitors.

Rule 11 — Open Forum
Near the end of every meeting an Open Forum will be conducted. During the Open
Forum, any member of the public may address the City Council regarding city business,
concerns and events that were not mentioned in Hearing of Visitors. Those wishing to
do so, shall wait to be acknowledged by the President, shall identify themselves by
name and address, shall confine their remarks to a total of two (2) minutes and shall
avoid personalities, libellous remarks and innuendo, and shall limit their remarks to
matters of municipal interest.

Rule 12 — Conduct of Members and Officials
Members and officials, when about to speak, shall initially address the President using
the phrase “through the Chair,” shall confine themselves to the question under debate,
and shall avoid all personalities and libel. Any individual, who may be mentioned in
debate or addressed by a City Councillor, shall be so mentioned or addressed by their
title and or name (i.e., Councillor LAST NAME); and in an intelligible and respectful
manner. No member or official shall speak out of their turn without leave of the
President, nor shall any member be interrupted by another while speaking except to
make a point of order or request for explanation.

The City Council requires an atmosphere of professional conduct and civility among its
members, and shall not tolerate harassment, discrimination, or offensive behavior based
on race, color, religion, national origin, gender, gender identity, age, disability, or sexual
orientation, nor shall any member of the City Council use insulting, threatening, or
abusive language in the course of public debate in the Council Chambers or in testimony
before any City Agency, Board or Commission. These principles shall be enforced by
public admonishment resolution or censure.

Rule 13 — Councillors and Mayors Updates
City Councillors and the Mayor may offer items of information or discussion of informal
City Council matters during Councillors and Mayor’s Updates.



Rule 14 — Attestation of Papers
All action on papers containing matters for consideration by the City Council shall be
attested to by the President and the Clerk of the meeting at which such action is taken.

Rule 15 — Committees and Assignments

a) Standing Committees of the City Council shall be appointed annually bythe
President as follows

o Community Development (Three members)
o Public Safety (Three members)
o Public Service (Three members)
o General Government (Three members)
o Finance Committee (Three members)

Each committee shall have three members. One member shall be appointed chair,
and shall serve at the discretion of the President.

b) The Standing Committees shall act upon all matters relating to thefollowing
areas, which may be referred or assigned to them by the President.

Community Development
- Human Services
- Planning Board
- Regional Planning Commission
- Redevelopment Authority
- Housing Authority
- Community & Economic Development Advisory Board
- Council on Aging
- North Adams School Department
- McCann Regional Technical High School
- Office of Tourism and Cultural Development
- Ashuwillticook Rail Trail Extension Development
- All other matters involving economic and community development includingbut

not limited to the review and evaluation of administrative procedures and
policies as carried out by departure

- Policies and programs

Public Safety
- Inspection Division
- Health Department
- Public Buildings and Building Inspector
- Police Division
- Fire Division
- Wire and Alarm Division
- Civil Defense
- Taxi Licenses
- Traffic Commission
- Emergency Preparedness



- All other matters involving public safety including but not limited to the review
and evaluation of administrative procedures and policies as carried out by
department policies and programs

Public Services
- Engineering Division
- Library Division
- Veterans Division
- Transfer Station
- Streets and Facilities Division
- Highways
- Cemeteries
- Water
- Parks and Recreation
- Airport Commission
- Hoosac Water Quality District
- Cable Television Issues
- Conservation Commission
- Alt other matters involving public services including but not limited to the review

and evaluation of administrative procedures and policies as carried out by
department policies and programs

General Government
- The Offices of the:

o Assessor
o Auditor
o City Clerk
o City Solicitor
o Mayor
o Treasurer and Tax Collector
o State and Regional Issues and New State Legislation

- All other matters involving general government including but not limited to the
review and evaluation of administrative procedures and policies as carried out
by department policies and programs

Finance Committee
- Shall exercise financial overview before expenditure through Committee input

during the several stages of budget formulation, budget approval, andfinancial
transfers and such other matters as may be assigned.

- Shall on or before June 1 of each year, consider and report to the full CityCouncil
whether any change should be made to the compensation of the Mayor and the
City Council; and if so, its recommended change(s).



c) Special Committees will be appointed by the President from time to time as the
need arises

d) The President shall be ex-officio, member of all Committees

e) Liaison assignments shall be made annually by the President as follows
o North Adams School Committee
o McCann Regional Technical High School Committee
o BART Charter School
o Hoosac Water Quality District
o North Adams Housing Authority
o North Adams Planning Board
o North Adams Contributory Retirement Board
o Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art (Mass MoCA)
o Airport Commission
o Traffic Commission Member

The Clerk shall notify in writing each of the above boards, agencies or organizations
of the appointment of their City Council Liaison. The President shall assign, as
needed, a member to represent the City Council on the Community and Economic
Development Advisory Board, the North Adams Redevelopment Authority, and the
Mobile Home Rent Control Board. The President shall also assign, at their discretion,
Temporary Liaison positions.

f) Council members assigned as liaisons shall provide an informational report to
the full City Council, verbally, or in writing, as municipally pertinentinformation
arises in their particular board, agency or organization.

Liaison reports should include, but are not limited to, the following information
a) Name of the agency to which the Council Member is liaison
b) Summary of the discussion held in relation to the pertinent issue
c) Departments, programs or groups affected
d) Any financial or economic impact to the City

Council liaisons may make an informational report to the appropriate Standing
Committee should the individual have knowledge relative to a topic under
discussion by a Standing Committee.

Rule 16 — Voting
Every member present at City Council and Committee meetings shall vote yea or nay
when a motion is put unless excused on the grounds of clear and real conflict of interest
by the President or the Chairman, as the case may be, without objection from any other
member. Application to be so excused on any question must be made before
deliberation and the vote is taken. If a councillor requests abstention without previously



gaining approval for said abstention from the President or the Chairman, the President
may at their discretion ask for clarification of the conflict of interest impeding said
councillor’s ability to vote on said motion. No member shall leave without permission of
the President or the Chairman. The vote shaH be taken in alphabetical order, except that
the Council President shall vote last.

Rule 17 — Reports
Any standing or special Committee to whom any matters may be referred will file
reports in writing with the Clerk in accordance with the procedures in Rule 8 for that
City Council meeting at which the report is to be presented and such report will be
incorporated in the minutes of that meeting. Any matter referred to Committee with a
date absolute for reporting must provide a report on that date, in writing, If no
Committee meeting was achieved prior to the date absolute, a report indicating such,
along with the planned date for a future Committee meeting must be submitted in the
stead of a full Committee report.

A City Council report must include, but is not limited to, the following information:
a) Members present, other(s) present
b) Purpose of the meeting
c) If an ordinance, the reason(s) why the legislation is needed
d) If the proposed ordinance has the approval of the City Solicitor as to

form and legal character
e) Departments, programs or groups affected
f) Financial impact to the City
g) Committee recommendation to the full City Council
h) Committee vote (yea, nay)
i) Summary of discussion
j) Discussion of non-agenda items if appropriate

Rule 18 — Disposition of Papers
The President may, with the consent of the City Council, refer any order, ordinance,
resolution, petition, report, communication, appointment, or any other matter coming
before the City Council to the appropriate Committee or the President may, with such
consent, order such other disposition as the President may deem necessary. Any matter
requiring action by the City Council and not included in the specific duties of the several
Standing Committees may be referred by the President, with the consent of the City
Council to any Committee the President may determine. Failure of the City Council to
question the action of the President shall constitute consent without the necessity of
any vote thereon. Any ordinance to come before the City Council shall before its final
vote have received the approval of the City Solicitor as to legality and form.

Rule 19 — Public Hearings
At every Public Hearing meeting of the City Council, other than executive sessions,
citizens of the City, at the discretion of the President, shall have reasonable opportunity



to be heard in regard to any matter being considered during the public hearing by the
City Council at such meeting. Citizens shall observe the same rules of conduct required
of City Councillors in Rule 11 and 12, i.e., they shall address the President, confine
themselves to the question under debate, and avoid personalities, libellous statements
and innuendo.

Rule 20 — Parliamentary Procedure
The City Council shall be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order in all questions of
Parliamentary practice not provided by these special rules of order.

Rule 21 — Suspension, Amendment and Repeal
No petitions, resolutions, orders, ordinances, memorials and remonstrance’s filed with
the Clerk after the deadline as specified in Rules 8 and 17 may be acted upon under
suspension of the rules unless an extreme emergency arises. In that situation it would
need to be submitted to the Clerk as soon as possible to amend the agenda. These rules
of order shall not be amended or repealed except by vote of the majority of all
members of the City Council, and the motion for that purpose shall not be made and
acted upon at the same meeting.

Rule 22 — Reconsideration
Any matter or question voted on by the City Council shall not be again considered or
again voted upon by said City Council within one (1) year from the date of final
disposition unless a majority of all members of said City Council vote to reconsider the
same. The motion to reconsider being made by a City Council member who voted on the
prevailing side.

Rule 23 — Video Cameras
Video cameras will be restricted to the last row of the gallery and shall be operated in a
manner that does not disrupt the proceedings and does not disturb members of the
gallery. Cameras shall be mounted on a tripod, or similar standard, which shall not be
moved during the proceedings. Lighting shall be in a fixed position directed in such a
manner that they do not cause discomfort to anyone in the City Council Chambers. The
safety and comfort of all individuals within the City Council Chamber will at all times be
maintained with regard to wiring, lighting, microphones, other equipment and the
operators of such. Exceptions to this rule must be made by the President without
Council objection.

Rule 24— Filling Vacancies
The procedure for filling vacancies of the North Adams City Council, McCann Regional
School Committee, North Adams School Committee and such other vacancies over
which the North Adams City Council has sole or shared jurisdiction shall follow the
requirements of the City Charter and such State and Municipal laws as are pertinent,
and, in addition, shall be as follows:



- Interested candidates are encouraged to submit a statement of interest and of
pertinent qualifications for the position to City Council members and, in case of
vacancy on the North Adams School Committee, to members of the School
Committee in advance of the posted date of appointment

- Second party endorsements of candidates are to be submitted in advance of
the posted date of appointment and will not be allowed at the meeting at which
the appointment is considered. At the meeting at which the appointment is to be
considered, the Council President, or in the cases of joint convention of the City
Council and North Adams School Committee, the Chairman of the School
Committee, shall announce the pertinent agenda item, following which
candidates interested in filling the vacancy may have the opportunity to state
their interest and make other statements on behalf of their candidacy, as long as
such presentations shall not exceed three minutes. Only candidates may address
the City Council or convention.

- Members of the City Council or convention may ask the candidate(s) any
pertinent question(s) following the candidate’s presentation.

- At the conclusion of statements by the candidates, nominations will be
accepted, seconds are not required, and voting will follow.

Rule 25 — City Council Chambers
No person shall be admitted within the rail in the City Council Chambers during any
meetings of the City Council, except upon explicit permission of the President.

Rule 26 — Process of MGL 139 Actions
For a property to be considered by M.G.L. 139 action, the Council shall be provided the
following information by the administration:

a) Date of Submission
b) Location of Property
c) Ownership of Property
d) Description of Property
e) Reasons for Recommended Chapter 139 Action:

o Considered a Public Nuisance (if appropriate) (enumerate and cite
relevant conditions)

o Considered a Danger (if appropriate) (enumerate and cite relevant
conditions)

f) 790 CMR 121.7 Determination (if applicable)
g) Recommended action to abate. If appropriate, the administration shall
have notified agencies with concern and jurisdiction regarding “historic”
considerations of the pending action prior to or concurrent with submission of
such properties to the Council.
h) Copies of all correspondence pertaining to said property.

Upon receipt of such information and a related order, the Council shall schedule a public
hearing on the order to be held at its next meeting. The Chairman of the Public Safety



Committee shall ask the Mayor to schedule an “on-site” inspection of the considered property
for the Council with a representative of the building department prior to the public hearing. As
schedule, the Council shall conduct a public hearing on the order considering evidence and
testimony generally limited to the “public nuisance” or “dangerous” conditions of the property
and to “recommended action to abate.”

Following the close of public hearing, the Council shall determine whether the property to
be a “nuisance” and or “dangerous” and shall recommend appropriate action to occur with a
subsequent 30-day period of time.

Rule #27 Process of Seeking Legal Opinion from the City Solicitor

If a Councillor or Councillors want a legal opinion from the City Solicitor, they must provide a
communication on the agenda with an explanation of what they are looking for and what
they have done to date to take advantage of freely available information. The Council will
then discuss.

Rule #28 Required Training

As part of their role as a City Councillor, each duly elected councillor must participate in the
Inclusion, Diversity, Equity Access training program during each 2-year term in office. This
training will be offered during the first 60-90 days of each year. This training will provide a
core set of information and tools that councillors are expected to integrate into their work on
the council. Participation in these trainings will be recorded through the City Clerk’s office
and reported out publicly at the first regular City Council meeting of April of each year to
indicate who has and has not completed said training.

Rule #29 Committee Meeting Recordings

Each committee chair is responsible for submitting Zoom recordings of committee meetings
to NBCTV for public access within a reasonable time-frame. Also, any past Zoom recordings
to be submitted to NBCTV for the same purpose.

Rule #30 Councillors and Staff

Councillors are expected to work in a professional and civil manner with all city staff. Council
members should not discuss a city employee’s job performance in a public setting, or with
members of the public. Any concerns related to a city staff member should be taken to the
mayor.



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the City Clerk

Meeting of the North Adams City Council
Tuesday, February 14, 2023

7:30 PM

MINUTES

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers.

COUNCILORS PRESENT: Councilors Blackmer, Barbeau, Bona, Harpin, Obasohan, Oleskiewicz,
Sapienza, and Wilkinson; a quorum was present.

A moment of silence was observed. Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President explained
that General Government would be referring the Rules of Order to the meeting of February 28,
2023.

The President called for approval of the minutes for January 24, 2023. On the motion of
Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED to approve the minutes
as amended.

Hearing of Visitors

Robert Cardimino, 173 East Quincy Street, spoke in favor of the transfers for the police cruisers,
and felt that there should be more enforcement on the parking meters.

11,790 An ordinance to amend Section 10, entitled “Special Regulations,” of
Chapter Z of the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams by
inserting in numerical order therein the following Section 10.13.

Councilor Wilkinson gave an update from General Government and informed everyone that at
the recommendation of the City Solicitor, the Short-Term Rental Ordinance had been split into
two documents, as noted on the agenda. Councilor Wilkinson read an email exchange between
the solicitor and Administrative Officer Eade into the record.



Councilor Wilkinson explained that the City Solicitor found a flaw in that people could be
grandfathered, and that the updated ordinances do not allow them to be grandfathered in.

Councilor Blackmer wanted to clarify that the initial document was never published, and that
these two would have to be passed to a second reading and published.

Councilor Harpin wanted clarification on if the Special Regulation ordinance would need to go
back to Zoning while the Building Code ordinance would not need to. She also asked if one of
the sections affect the other what would happen, to which Councilor Blackmer responded that
it would go back to the Planning Board.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED to pass
to a second reading and publish as required by law.

11,790-2 An ordinance to amend Section 3, entitled “Building Code” by inserting
after section 3-49.7 the following Sections 3-50. 1 through 3-50.3.

The President asked if there would be any further discussion as this ordinance would have the
same update as the previous.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED to pass
to a second reading and publish as required by law.

12,229 Mayor’s Communication #20 recommending the reappointment of
Lynette R. Bond to the Planning Board for a term to expire February 1,
2028.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED to
appoint.

12,230 Mayor’s Communication #21 recommending the appointment of Paul
Dilego, Jr. to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a term to expire February 1,
2028.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED to
appoint.

12,231 Mayor’s Communication #22 recommending the appointment of Peter
Milanesi to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a term to expire February 1,
2028.



On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED to

appoint.

12,232 Mayor’s Communication #23 requesting the transfer of $109,582.13 from

the city’s parking meter reserve account to support the purchase two

Police cruisers.

The Mayor explained that the cruisers were ordered about two years ago. They will be

replacing a 2013 and a 2017 cruiser, both of which have over 100,000 miles. She said both cars

had seen their time. She said there is a balance of approximately $206,000 in the parking meter

reserve fund, and that the amount remaining was a little alarming. She said though that the bill

was due, and that is why the transfer is being requested.

Councilor Blackmer asked about a schedule that had previously been done of purchases over a

ten-year period, and the Mayor explained that this was part of the original plan.

Councilor Harpin asked if there was forecast of what might be put back into the reserve

account. The Mayor said that this was something the administration is working on as part of the

local receipts, and they are working with the police department on increasing parking patrol.

Councilor Wilkinson asked if these cruisers would be energy efficient or electric. The Mayor

explained that a couple of the cruisers are hybrids, but the force does not want an all-electric

vehicle.

Councilor Bona asked about the 2017 vehicle, as it seemed to be a newer vehicle they were

replacing. The Mayor explained that they are examining all vehicles across all departments, and

said there is no reason to be holding onto junk.

12,232 An Order transferring $109,582.13 from the city’s parking meter reserve

account to support the purchase two Police cruisers.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Obasohan, it was VOTED to adopt;

9 yeas, 0 nays.

12,233 Mayor’s Communication #24 requesting the presence of Councilors at a

Joint Meeting of the City Council and School Committee to elect a new

member of the North Adams Public School Committee.

The Mayor explained that this was just a reminder, and explained the appointing process in a

Joint Session of the City Council and School Committee.



Councilor Wilkinson asked if both bodies vote, to which he was told they do.

Councilor Harpin asked about a deadline to apply, to which the Mayor provided the date of
February 20, 2023 at 4pm.

Councilor Oleskiewicz asked about interest. The Mayor explained there was only one applicant
thus far.

12,234 Mayor’s Communication #25 presenting a proclamation in support of
Black History Awareness Month.

The Mayor read the proclamation into the record.

An application submitted by Kelsey St. Pierre to be granted a license to
drive a taxicab for O.T.T. Taxi.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED to grant
the license.

An application submitted by Courtney Serre to be granted a license to
drive a taxicab for O.T.T. Taxi.

On the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED to grant
the license.

An application submitted by Steven M. Cook to be granted a license to
drive a taxicab for O.T.T. Taxi

On the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor Obasohan, it was VOTED to grant
the license.

Open Forum

Robert Smith, 163 North Street, explained he was very impressed with Councilor Sapienza, and
thanked him.

Robert Cardimino, 173 East Quincy Street, brought up out of state cars that have been on his
street. He also brought up the lack of licensing on several dogs. He also gave warning about thin
ice on Windsor Lake.

Mayor’s Updates



The Mayor reminded everyone of WinterFest. She also explained that they are still unsure if the
elevator in the City Hall lobby can be repaired, so for the time being the lobby will be available
to book for meetings as an alternative to the Second Floor Conference room.

Councilor Concerns

Councilor Sapienza reminded everyone of the Public Safety Meeting on the following day.

Councilor Wilkinson asked if anything was happening with Heritage State Park. The Mayor
explained that there was a minor roof repair for the museum, and they are still discussing what
will happen with several of the buildings not in use currently.

Councilor Harpin asked for an update on the temporary location for the Public Safety building.
The Mayor said they are at 95% construction, the furniture is arriving, and the Council will be
able to take a tour soon.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED to
adjourn.

Joshua Vallieres
City Clerk
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BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of North Adams as follows:

That Chapter 7, entitled Department of Public Services, Section 7-11, entitled Disposal of Waste at Transfer
Station; charges, be and is hereby amended as follows:

By deleting Paragraph (b)(2) and inserting in place thereof the following:

(b)(2) All commercial businesses desiring to enter and utilize the transfer station shall pay a fee of $100 for a
primary permit; and $100 for each additional vehicle registered to the same commercial business. Permits are
renewable on July 1 of each calendar year.

And is further amended as follows:

By deleting Paragraph (c)(l) and (c)(2) and (c)(3) and inserting in place thereof the following:

(c)( 1) All residents desiring to enter and utilize the transfer station shall pay a fee of $70 for a primary
permit; and $5 for each additional vehicle registered to the same household when purchased together.
Permits are renewable on July 1 of each calendar year.

(c)(2) All residents, including part-time residents, desiring to enter and utilize the transfer station from
January 1 to June 30 shall pay a fee of $40 for a primary permit and $5 for each additional vehicle registered
to the same household when purchased together.

(c)(3) All residents, including part-time residents, desiring to enter and utilize the transfer station on a
monthly basis shall pay a fee of $20 per month for a temporary permit; the total fee for the temporary permit
shall be based on the fee rate ($20) and the number of months the temporary permit is to be valid. All
residents, including part-time residents, may access the transfer station on a daily basis at a rate of $10 per
day. The daily fee shall be payable at the Transfer Station by debit and/or credit card only.

And is further amended as follows:

By deleting Paragraph (e)(l) and (e)(2) and inserting in place thereof the following:

(e)( 1) AU nonresidents desiring to enter and utilize the transfer station shall pay a fee of $100 for a primary
permit. No additional permits, other than the primary permit, shall be made available to nonresidents.
Permits are renewable on July 1 of each calendar year.

(e)(2) All nonresidents desiring to enter and utilize the transfer station on a monthly basis shall pay a fee of
$40 per month for a temporary permit. The total fee for the temporary permit is to be based on the temporary
fee rate ($40) and the number of months the temporary permit is to be valid. Nonresidents may access the
transfer station on a daily basis at a rate of $25 per day. The daily fee shall be payable at the Transfer Station
by debit andior credit card only.
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That Section 10, entitled “Special Regulations “, ofChapter Z ofthe Revised Ordinances ofthe
City ofNorth Adams be and is hereby amended by inserting in numerical order therein the
following Section 10.13:

10.13. Short-term rentals.

10.13.1. Purpose. The purpose of this section to protect and promote the health, safety
and well-being of North Adams residents and visitors, to ensure that the primary use of
residential properties remains residential, and to ensure that the short-term rental of
residential units will not be a detriment to the character and livability of the surrounding
residential neighborhood by establishing a process by which short-term rental units shall
be registered for such use and operated under the regulations set forth hereinafter.

10.13.2. Definitions. For the purposes of this Section 10.13, certain terms or words shall
be as defined below.

(1) Short-term rental. Any rental via advanced reservation of a dwelling unit,
or of a bedroom therein, in exchange for payment, as residential
accommodations for a duration of fewer than thirty (30) consecutive days that is
not within a hotel, motel, lodging house, or bed—and—breakfast.

(2) Short-term rental operator. The person or persons offering a dwelling
unit, or a bedroom therein, of which they are the legal owner(s).

(3) Short-term renter. Any person or persons occupying a dwelling unit, or
a bedroom therein, as a short-term rental for a duration of fewer than thirty
(30) consecutive days.

(4) Short-term rental of Primary Residence. A dwelling unit, not exceeding
three (3) individual bedrooms therein, made available for short-term rental
which is the primary residence of its operator.

(5) Owner-adjacent short-term rental. A dwelling unit made available for
short-term rental that is not the primary residence of the operator, but is located
within a residential building with no more than four dwelling units where all
dwelling units in the building are owned by the operator, and one of the
dwelling units in the building is the primary residence of the operator.

(6) Primary residence. The dwelling unit in which the operator has resided for at
least six (6) months and one (I) day of the preceding twelve (12) month period.
Primary residence is demonstrated by evidence that, as of the date of registration
of the dwelling unit as a short-term rental unit, the operator has resided in the
dwelling unit for at least six (6) months and one (1) day of the past twelve (12)
months.

(7) Dwelling unit. As defined in c.Z §13.



(8) Probiena property. Any dwelling unit located at an address to which the
Police Department has been called four (4) or more times within the preceding
twelve (12) month period for any incident involving an arrestable offense
committed by the short-term rental operator thereof or short-term occupants
therein; or where the Department of Inspection Services and/or the board of
health have received two (2) or more complaints within the preceding twelve (12)
months.

(9) Professionally-managed short-term rental. A dwelling unit made available
for short-term rental that is neither the primary residence of the operator nor is
located within the same residential building as the operator’s primary residence and
the management of which is conducted by a local agent in charge.

(10) Local agent in charge. The individual, company, or other legal entity
contracted by the owner of a professionally-managed short-term rental to
supervise and maintain the property, respond to nuisance complaints, and other
issues with the property and its day-to-day operation as a short-term rental,
whereby said local agent is located within a twenty-five (25) mile radius of said
unit.

(11) Social event. Events or parties on the premises of a short-term rental
involving ten (10) or more individuals in addition to the short-term renter.

10.13.3. Ineligible dwelling units. The following dwelling units are not eligible to be operated
as short-term rentals:

(1)Dwelling units that are not operator-occupied, owner-adjacent or
professionally-managed as defined herein.

(2)Dwelling units that are located within problem properties pursuant to
10. 13.2(10).

(3)Dwelling units that are the subject of three (3) or more findings of violations of this
section by the Department of Inspection Services within a six (6) month period, or three
(3) or more violations of any municipal or state law or code relating to excessive noise,
improper disposal of trash, disorderly conduct, or are the subject of three (3) or more
nuisance complaints within a six (6) month period. Dwelling units found ineligible
pursuant to this subsection shall remain ineligible for a period of twelve (12) months
following the third violation or complaint.

(4)Dwelling units located within a property subject to any outstanding building, health,
sanitary, zoning, or fire code violations, orders of abatement, stop work orders, unpaid
taxes, water/sewer or tax liens, or other existing judgements or penalties imposed by the
city and without resolution. If a violation or other order is issued after the dwelling Unit
has been registered, Inspection Services shall suspend the dwelling unit’s registration
until the violation is remedied or otherwise resolved.



10.13.4. Requirements.

(1) Operator-occupied and owner-adjacent short-term rentals are allowed by-
right in all zoning districts except within the AP-l and AR-I districts.

(2) Professionally-managed units are allowed by-right with Site Plan Approval in
the B-I, B-2, CBD, S-I, and I-I zoning districts and by Special Permit in the RU-

1 , R-2, R-3, R-4, and R-5 zoning districts.

(3) Short-term rentals shall be subject to the following requirements:

(a) All short-term rentals must satisfy the requirements set forth in the
Massachusetts State Building Code in accordance with the following

classification schedule:

(i) Operator-occupied or owner-adjacent short-term rentals in a
single- or two-family home shall comply with the Building Code
requirements for single- and two-family homes.

() Operator-occupied short-term and owner-adjacent rentals in
a multifamily home, apartment or condominium building shall
comply with the Building Code requirements for Residential
Group R-2.

() Professionally-managed short-term rental units, excepting
those operated within single- and two-family homes, shall comply
with Building Code regulations for Residential Group R- 1.
Professionally-managed short-term rental units operated within
single- and two-family homes shall comply with the Building Code
requirements for Residential Group R-2.

(b) All short-term rental operators shall register with the Department of
Inspection Services prior to short-term rental use and occupancy pursuant
to §10.13.6.

(c) A dwelling unit, or bedroom that is a portion thereof, offered as a
short-term rental unit shall comply with all standards and regulations
promulgated by the Department of Inspection Services.

(d) The number of occupants of a short-term rental shall not exceed the
legal occupancy of the dwelling unit.

(f) Short-term rental operators shall at all times remain compliant with
state laws and regulations regarding fees, taxes, registration, and
insurance.

(g)An owner-adjacent short-term rental may be rented to only one party
of short-term renters at any one time.



(h)An operator-occupied short-term rental unit from which the operator is

away for a period of more than seven (7) days may be rented to only one

party of short-term renters.

(1) The number of individual bedrooms made available within a short-term

rental unit shall not be greater than the number of lawful bedrooms contained

within the dwelling unit.

(j) Commercial meetings and uses are prohibited in all short-term rentals.

(k)Social events with attendance of more than ten (10) individuals are

prohibited in all short-term rentals.

(1) Any pool or spa made available as part of a short-term rental shall

comply with the requirements for semi-public pools and spas as set forth in

105 CMR435.

10.13.5. Regulations.

(1) The Department of Inspection Services shall have the authority to promulgate

regulations to carry out and enforce the provisions of this §10.13 “Short-term

Rentals.”

(2) The Department of Inspection Services shall make regulations readily

available to the public.



AND BE T FURTHER ORDAINED

Thai (‘hapier Z ofthe Revised
Ordinances ofthe City of
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Thai Section 3. entitled “Building Code’ be and is hereby amended by inserting after section 3-
49. 7, the followingSeciions 3-50. 1 through 3-50.3:

3-50.1. Short-Term Rentals-Registration

(1) All dwelling units offered for short-term rental shall register with the Department of
Inspection Services for a local certificate of registration. As part of the registration
application, short-term rental operators shall provide the Department of Inspection
Services with:

(a) Proof that the dwelling unit to be offered as a short-term rental unit or one of
the dwelling units within the building containing the unit to be offered as a short-
term rental unit is the operator’s primary residence or that there is a local agent in
charge within a twenty-five (25) mile radius of the short-term rental unit to
manage the short-term rental unit. Such proof shall include:

(i) An affidavit signed under the pains and penalties of perjury
stating that the applicant either owns or has the legal ability to
operate a short-term rental unit at the address.

(II) If the unit is not owner-occupied or owner-adjacent, a copy of a
contract or other legal agreement between the owner and the local
agent in charge that is contracted to provide management services
to the unit.

(b) If the short-term rental unit is located within a condominium project, written
approval from the appropriate condominium association officer or manager for operation
of a short-term rental at that location.

(c) A copy of the operator’s Certificate of Registration with the Massachusetts
Department of Revenue, as required by MGL c.64G s.6.

(2) Prior to issuance or renewal of a local certificate of registration the Department of
Inspection Services shall conduct an inspection to verify that each dwelling unit and/or
bedroom to be offered as a short-term rental unit:

(a) Is compliant with all code requirements for occupancy.

(b) Is compliant with all other requirements of this § 10.13 Short-term
Rentals” and any and all regulations promulgated by the Department of
Inspection Services.



(3) The local certificate of registration shall expire one year from the date of
issuance. Renewal of the local certificate of registration shall require an inspection
conducted by the Department of Inspection Services. It is the responsibility of the
short-term rental operator to renew the certificate of registration.

(4) Operation of a short-term rental unit without a valid local certificate of
registration constitutes a violation of this ordinance.

3-50.2. Procedural requirements.

(1) The following information shall be posted in a conspicuous location within short-
term rental units:

(a) An emergency exit diagram in all bedrooms and on all egresses from the
dwelling unit.

(b) The local certificate of registration for the short-term rental unit.

(c) If a professionally-managed short-term rental: the name and contact
information of the local agent in charge.

(2) The following information shall be provided to short-term renters:

(a) Phone numbers for the North Adams Police Department, the North
Adams Fire Department, and Emergency Medical Services in case of
emergency.

(b) A description of regulations, if any, relative to on-street parking at the address
and fines for parking violations.

(c) The contact information for the short-term rental operator and a local contact
available for response to complaints and non-emergency issues.

3-50.3. Taxes, fees, and penalties.

(I) All short-term rental units shall be subject to the state and local taxes set forth
by M.G.L. c.64G 3A.

(2) Short-term rental units shall be subject to the Community Impact Fee
authorized by M.G.L. c.64G, §3d upon an affirmative vote of such by the City
Council.

(3) All short-term rental units shall be subject to fees for inspections as
determined by the Department of Inspection Services and approved by the North
Adams City Council.

(4) Failure to comply with any provision of this §3-50 will result in a fine as
proscribed in c.29, §2 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams.



Ashley M. Shade
North Adams City Councilor

Wednesday, November 2, 2022
Dear Fellow Councilors,

It has been brought to our attention by several constituents that there is a rat infestation in certain
areas of our city. This isn’t a new revelation but one which requires at minimum a conversation. Ratinfestations have increased throughout the commonwealth, and many communities are struggling tofind solutions to address this. A rat infestation can pose a significant risk to public health, and it can bechallenging to keep rats from entering our neighborhoods and homes. One of the culprits which isincreasing the attraction of rats to our neighborhoods is the improper storage of garbage on properties.It’s been noted that on multiple occasions there are residents who leave trash out in the open withoutbeing placed in sealed containers

We as a city, unlike many other municipalities, do not directly offer garbage removal services. This leadsto us having very limited control over how garbage is stored and collected, and our city ordinances
reflect that.

MGL Part 1 Section Title XVI Chapter 111 Section 31B gives power to boards of health to make rules andregulations for the control of the removal, disposal, and transportation of garbage and other offensivesubstances.

I hereby request that we refer this matter the local department of health to review their rules and
regulations to address the storage of garbage and other waste within the city of North Adams.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

Ashley M. Shade



City of North Adams, MA
Monday, January 23, 2023

Chapter 23. Taxicabs and Buses

ARTICLE I. Taxicabs

[1] Editor’s Note: For regulations as to taxicab stands, see § 13-54 of this volume.

Division 1. In General

Sec. 23-1. Definitions.

For the purposes of this article, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively
ascribed to them by this section:

DRIVER
A person who drives a taxicab.

OPERATOR
A person who owns and maintains a taxicab business.

TAXICAB
Every motor vehicle used or to be used for the conveyance of persons for hire shall be deemed to
be a taxicab within the meaning of this section, except a motor vehicle operated for the purposes
stated in Chapter 1 59A of the General Laws.

Sec. 23-2. Rules and regulations.

All operators and drivers of taxicabs licensed under the provisions of this article shall be subject, in
addition to the provisions of this article, to such further rules, orders and regulations, including
passenger fares as may from time to time be promulgated by the City Council.

Sec. 23-2.1. Taxicab identification.

[Ord. of 6-8-1999; Ord. of 4-12-2005; Ord. of 4-10-2007]
In addition to the taxi license plate issued by the Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles, every
taxicab operated within the City of North Adams shall have a sign affixed to its roof or a sign on the
driver’s door and a sign on the front passenger door identifying the motor vehicle as a taxicab. The
lettering shall be a minimum of two inches in height. In addition, every taxicab operated within the City
of North Adams shall have numbers centered and attached to the driver’s side front, the passenger side
front, and in a conspicuous position on the rear of the vehicle. Each number shall be a minimum of four
inches in height and shall be white in color on a dark-colored vehicle and black in color on a light
colored vehicle. The numbers for each taxicab shall be assigned by the City Clerk.

Sec. 23-3. Enforcement of article.



[Ord. of 6-27-1 995]
The Commissioner of Public Safety shall have charge of the enforcement of the provisions of this
article.

Sec. 23-4. Inspection of taxicabs.

[Ord. of 6-27-1995]
Before a license is granted to operate a vehicle as a taxicab, such vehicle shall be thoroughly inspected
and examined by the Commissioner of Public Safety or by some one designated by him, for the
purpose of ascertaining whether the same is in a safe condition for the transportation of passengers,
clean and of good appearance. All taxicabs, licensed under this article, shall be inspected semi-annually
to meet the above requirements.

Sec. 23-5. Competition with busses.

No person operating a taxicab shall establish and maintain therefor any route between fixed termini in
competition with motor bus.

Sec. 23-6. Disposition of lost articles.

[Ord. of 6-27-1 995]
Every person operating a taxicab regulated by the provisions of this article shall deliver any property or
articles left in such taxicab by any passenger to the Commissioner of Public Safety. Such article or
property shall be delivered to the Commissioner of Public Safety not more than 24 hours after finding
the same, and the licensee shall receive a receipt therefor from the Commissioner of Public Safety who
shall provide for the return of such article or property to the owner upon proper identification and proof
of ownership. All such property or articles turned in to the Commissioner of Public Safety and not
claimed within 60 days of such delivery shall be returned to the licensee.

Division 2. Operator’s License

[1] Editor’s Note: See also Ch. 12, Licenses and Permit Generally.

Sec. 23-7. Required; approval of application.

[Ord. of 9-25-1 979; Ord. of 12-1 0-1 985]
No person shall be a taxicab operator as defined in this article unless such person is a resident of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and licensed therefor by the City Council. Application for such
licenses shall be approved by the Commissioner of Public Safety or his designee.

Sec. 23-8. Contents; duration.

[Ord. of 4-10-2007]
Every taxicab operator’s license shall be numbered serially in order as granted; shall set forth the name,
residence and place of business of the licensee, the hours during which the vehicle is to operate, a
description of the motor vehicle, the current registration number and engine number of the vehicle and
the number of persons, exclusive of the driver, which it may carry; and unless sooner revoked or
rendered void shall continue in effect until the 31st day of December after the date of issuance therefor.
Failure to renew shall incur a penalty of $10 per day of noncompliance.



Sec. 23-9. Maximum number in effect.

The number of taxicab operators licenses in force and effect at any one time shall not be in excess of
25; notwithstanding the provisions of this division, all licenses which are in effect on December 28,
1954, shall continue in force unless sooner revoked in accordance with law.

Sec. 23-10. Transferability, etc.

[Ord. of 6-27-1 995]
Licenses granted under this division shall be assignable, saleable or transferable, subject to the
approval of the Commissioner of Public Safety or the officer in charge of the Police Department and the
City Council, and shall be subject to such other terms, conditions and limitations as the City Council
shall from time to time prescribe.

Sec. 23-11. Insurance.

No taxicab operator’s license shall be issued until the applicant has delivered to the City Clerk a policy
of insurance issued by an insurance company authorized to transact business within this
commonwealth covering the motor vehicle to be operated under the license, nor until the applicant has
also delivered to the City Clerk a certificate of the insurance company issuing the policy providing that
the policy shall not be canceled without giving the City Clerk 15 days’ notice thereof. Such policy shall
be a policy of liability insurance which provides indemnity for or protection to the insured and any
person responsible for the operation of the insured’s taxicab with his express or implied consent,
against loss by reason of the liability to pay damages to others for injury to property or bodily injuries,
including death, at any time resulting therefrom, sustained during the term of the policy by any person,
including passengers, other than employees of the insured or of such other persons responsible as
aforesaid who are entitled to payments or benefits under the provisions of Chapter 152 of the General
Laws, and arising out of the ownership, operation, maintenance, control or use anywhere in the
commonwealth of such taxicab, to the amount or limit of at least $10,000 on account of injury to or
death of any one person, or of at least $20,000 on account of any accident resulting in injury to or the
death of more than one person, and to the amount or limit of at least $5,000 on account of any one
accident resulting in injury to property.

The City Clerk shall, upon the request of any person, furnish the name of the company issuing such
policy covering any particular car licensed and shall exhibit such policy to any such person or his duly
authorized representative.

Every such license shall terminate upon the cancel’ation or the expiration of the policy of insurance
covering the licensed car.

Sec. 23-12. License card.

[Ord. of 6-27-1 995]
The City Clerk shall, at the expense of the licensee, issue for the licensed vehicle a card bearing the
words “The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, City of North Adams, Taxi Vehicle License,” setting forth
the serial number of the license and the expiration date. The card shall also state the number of
passengers the vehicle is permitted to carry. Such card shall be so attached to the interior of the vehicle
as to be plainly visible to the occupants thereof.

Division 3. Driver’s License

[1] Editor’s Note: See also Ch. 12, Licenses and Permits Generally.



Sec. 23-13. Required; approval of application; temporary license.

[Ord. of 6-8-1999; Ord. of 4-10-2007; Ord. of 4-8-2014]
No person shall drive a taxicab, and no owner or person having the care or management of a taxicab
shall employ or suffer any person to drive the same, other than a person licensed by the City Council.
Such applications shall be approved by the Commissioner of Public Safety or his designee; provided,
however, that the City Clerk may issue a temporary license to drive a taxicab to any person whose
application has been approved by the Commissioner of Public Safety or his designee, if such approval
is more than five days prior to any scheduled action on the person’s application by the City Council;
provided, further, however, that said temporary license shall only be in effect until the person’s
application is acted on by the City Council. On January 1 and July 1 of each year, taxi operators shall
provide the City Clerk with a list of current drivers. Failure to provide the list will incur a penalty of $5 per
day of noncompliance.

Sec. 23-14. Qualifications.

[1-27-1970; Ord. of 11-12-1980; Ord of 3-25-1997; Ord. of 9-27-2005; Ord. of 4-10-2007; Ord. of 2-10-
2009]
No taxicab driver’s license shall be granted to any person unless he or she holds a valid license to
operate a motor vehicle in Massachusetts, nor to any person under 18 years of age, nor to any person
who has not held a valid license to operate a motor vehicle in the United States for a minimum of 12
months. All taxicab driver’s license applications are subject to review of the North Adams Public Safety
Department, which shall determine whether such applicant is a suitable such license. In no event shall a
license be issued to anyone who has had a conviction for operating under the influence, or a like
offense in another state, within the past 60 months, or who has had two such convictions in a lifetime,
nor to anyone who has had his or her license to operate a motor vehicle revoked by Massachusetts or
another state for a moving vehicle violation within 60 months, nor to anyone who has an outstanding
arrest warrant, nor to anyone who has a violent felony conviction that may deem unsuitable, nor to
anyone who has an active “no contact” restraining order against them, nor to any person known to be
taking medications that would hinder his or her driving ability. A license may be revoked or suspended if
the North Adams Public Safety Department determines that a licensee is no longer a suitable person or
is otherwise disqualified by this section.

Such applicant or taxi company representative shall appear before the City Council at which meeting
the license is acted upon. If the applicant or taxi company representative fails to appear, the application
shall be postponed until the next regular meeting of the City Council. Failure to appear at the second
meeting shall require a new application and fee to be submitted before a license is issued.

If such license, once granted, is not obtained from the City Clerk’s office within five days, it shall be
automatically revoked and the City Clerk shall so inform the taxi operator noted on the application.

Sec. 23-15. Numbering and recordation; termination.

All taxicab drivers’ licenses shall be numbered in order as granted, shall be recorded in the office of the
City Clerk and, unless sooner suspended or revoked, shall continue in force until the 31st day of
December next after the date of issuance thereof.

Sec. 23-16. Identification card.

[6-27-1 972, § 3]
The City Clerk, when issuing a license under this division, shall deliver to the licensee an identification
card, setting forth the number and term of the license, the name of the licensee and a personal
description of the licensee including his photograph, size 21/4 inches by 31/4 inches, which shall be



furnished by the licensee, age, height, weight, complexion, color of hair and color of eyes. The licensee
shall at all times when driving or in charge of a taxicab display such card so as to be plainly visible to
the occupants thereof and carry the license under which the taxicab is operated, and he shall show
such whenever so requested by any police officer or passenger.



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

26 Reappointment to the Cemetery Commission February 28, 2023

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

I am pleased to recommend the reappointment of Lily Marceau to serve as a member of the
Cemetery Commission for a term to expire February 27, 2026.

This recommendation is presented for Council confirmation only.

Respectfully submitted,

2. i
Jennifer AtI1acksey C’
Mayor



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

27 Commendation for Officer Beaudreau February 28,2023

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

I respectfully request time at the February 28, 2023, meeting of the North Adams City Council to
present an award to Officer Jonathan Beaudreau from the United States Attorney’s Office for his
excellent work on community outreach and prevention under the Project Safe Childhood
program.

Respectfully submitted,

QJitL
Jennifer Ab1acksey
Mayor



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

28 Appointment to the Cultural Council of Northern February 28, 2023
Berkshire

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

I am pleased to recommend the appointment of Nicholas Rigger to serve as a member of the
Cultural Council of Northern Berkshire for a term to expire October 1, 2024. Mr. Rigger will fill
the unexpired term of Arthur DeBow.

This recommendation is presented for Council confirmation only.

Respectfully submitted,

A ?( t4’
Jennifer A. Icksey 1
Mayor



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

29 Appointment to the Youth Commission February 28, 2023

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

I am pleased to recommend the appointment of Caleb Vallieres to serve as a member of the
Youth Commission for a term to expire February 28, 2024.

This recommendation is presented for Council approval.

Respectfully submitted,

Jefr
Jennifer A. acksey

fl I C

Mayor



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

30 Appointment to the Youth Commission February 28, 2023

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

I am pleased to recommend the appointment of William Shanahan to serve as a member of the
Youth Commission for a term to expire February 28, 2024.

This recommendation is presented for Council approval.

Respectfully submitted,

/2 C
Jennifer A. cksey aMayor



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

3 1 Appointment to the Youth Commission February 28, 2023

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

I am pleased to recommend the appointment of Amanda Chilson to serve as a member of the
Youth Commission for a term to expire February 28, 2026.

This recommendation is presented for Council approval.

Respectfully submitted,

i ?( J*L(
Jennifer A Macksey (J
Mayor



CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Mayor
Jennifer A. Macksey

Communication # Subject Date

32 Presentation: Navigating Board and Commission Website February 28, 2023

Honorable Members of the City Council
North Adams, Massachusetts

Dear Honorable Councilors:

I request time on the agenda of the February 28, 2023, City Council meeting for intern William
Shanahan to provide a brief presentation about navigating the Board and Commissions website.

Respectfully submitted,

UL/ •/ )t c/
Jennifer A.yIhcksey (J
Mayor



Joshua Vallieres

From: Bryan Sapienza
Sent: Thursday, February 9, 2023 11:25 AM
To: CityClerk
Subject: Agenda Item for February 28th Council Meeting

Good Morning,
Please put the following communication on the schedule for the Feb 28th City Council Meeting.

Communication: Request that the Traffic Commission investigate the parking situation in the vicinity of the
Corner Market on River Street. There have been several complaints by residents of the difficulty in navigating
River Street through that area because of vehicles parked on both sides of the street. The location was also
the scene of a multi-car accident on February 9th.

Sincerely
Councilor Sapienza

1



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
City Of North Adams

I have

____have

not been convicted of a felony. If yes explain:

Are you currently on any medication that would hinder your driving ability yes ,no’\L

Do you currently have any open criminal court cases, yes , no Explain on page 2.

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT, IF GRANTED THIS LICENSE, I WILL STRICTLY CONFORM AND
ADHERE TO THE LAWS OF THE COMMONWEALTH, THE ORDINANCES OF THE CITY AND
SUCH RULES AND REGULATIONS AS THE CITY COUNCIL MAY ESTABLISH.

I do solemnly, sincerely and truly affirm the foregoing application to be true to the best of my
knowledge and belief and do so under the pains and penalties of perjury.

Jk(
Signa re’‘ ?71\

\\)c(L
CityfTown

. ...m....eI.aI....w......u......e..p....a.......I......... .•••a••••••.......I

TO BE COMPLETED BY EMPLOYER TO BE COMPLETED BY TIlE POLICE DEPT

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT: THE ABOVE APPLICATION IS HEREBY

If granted a TAXI DRIVER’S LICENSE APPROVED I DISAPPROVED______

This day of
Name of apIicant

WILL DRIVE FOR ME

c1vC)
TJLI OPERATOR’S SIGNATURE

FEE$______

To The Honorable City Council:

I, hereby make application to be granted a
Name

LICENSETODRIVEATAXICABFOR ( t
V Emplçyer’s name

Height ft in Weight lbs Color of Hair b Oç Q Color of Eyesi j

Date ofBirt/f’7 Birthp1acefU J\j Gender_____ Citizen /
I hold a Massachusetts Driver’s #

________

and have held this license for how
long

.

V

My license has____ has

____

been suspended or revoked in Massachusetts or any other
jurisdiction.

If yes explain



____ ____ ____ _______

Color of Eyes’’

_______________ ______

Citizen

____

I have

____have

not ‘../ been convicted of a felony. If yes explain:______________________

Are you currently on any medication that would hinder your driving ability yes ,nov’1.

Do you currently have any open criminal court cases, yes , no

____.

Explain on page 2.

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT, IF GRANTED THIS LICENSE, I WILL STRICTLY CONFORM AN])
ADHERE TO THE LAWS OF THE COMMONWEALTH, THE ORDINANCES OF THE CITY AND
SUCH RULES AND REGULATIONS AS TIlE CITY COUNCIL MAY ESTABLISH.

I do solemnly, sincerely and truly affirm the foregoing application to be true to the best of my
knowledge and belief and do so under the pains and penalties of perjury.

Signature V
/ /:—!f- /

“ Address

Citylfown
.......m........... u•uI• e•B•• ...I...............Na....i.i.t

TO BE COMPLETED BY EMPLOYER TO BE COMPLETED BY THE POLICE DEPT

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT: THE ABOVE APPLICATION IS HEREBY

If granted a TAXI DRIVER’S LICENSE APPROVED ‘I DISAPPROVED

dayof
Name of applicant

WILL DRIVE FOR ME

>/
TI OPERATOR’S SIGNATURE

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
City Of North Adams

FEE$______

To The Honorable City Council:

I, (c—
, hereby make application to be granted a

Name

LICENSE TO DRIVE A TAXICAB FOR 0 T T 7
Employer’s name

Height ft 5 in Weightf 3° lbs Color of Hair iA

_____

Date of Birth?/.7/1( Birthplace L ‘ ? Gender /t’

____

I hold a Massachusetts Driver’s #

__________________

long /O

My license has____

____

jurisdiction.

and have held this license for how

If yes explain

has not V been suspended or revoked in Massachusetts or any other




